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Georgian officially acknowledges that campuses are located on traditional
Anishnaabeg land

Georgian marked Ontario’s inaugural Treaties Recognition Week on Wednesday, Nov. 2 by unveiling a plaque
acknowledging that college campuses are located on traditional Anishnaabeg land. The ceremony was
followed by a workshop about the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada, led by Dr. Cynthia Wesley-
Esquimaux of Lakehead University.

Georgian has offered Indigenous services and programs since 1992. Today’s events marked the beginning of a
college-wide effort to further infuse Indigenous ideas and values into all of Georgian’s activities and processes.
Enhanced Indigenization is an organizational priority in Georgian’s new Strategic Plan.

Moving forward, all major Georgian events will begin with a statement acknowledging that the Anishnaabeg
people are the traditional stewards of college land. All Georgian faculty and staff will also be invited to
participate in a series of knowledge-sharing workshops led by leaders from the Indigenous community.

“The Truth and Reconciliation Commission marked the beginning of a new and more hopeful chapter in
Canadian history,” says Dr. MaryLynn West-Moynes, President and CEO of Georgian College. “Georgian wants
to be part of the nationwide effort to restore trust between Indigenous peoples and public institutions —and
we think that effort begins right here on our campuses.”

Georgian’s student population is rapidly changing. The college now serves 11,000 full-time students, including
1,100 international students and 570 students who identify as Indigenous.

“It’s important to acknowledge that Indigenous people are the original inhabitants of Canada,” explains
Tareyn Johnson, Indigenization Co-ordinator at Georgian College. “Honouring our nation’s history will lead to a
future built on reconciliation and respect.”

Future Indigenization projects will include updates to curriculum for full-time programs, as well as additional
tools and resources for Georgian staff and faculty.

Cutline

Lorraine McRae, Rama First Nation Elder, and MaryLynn West-Moynes, President and CEO of Georgian
College, unveil a new plaque at the Barrie Campus. The plaque officially acknowledges that Georgian
campuses are located on the traditional land of the Anishnaabeg people.



FOR MEDIA INQUIRIES: Mark Hall, Senior Communications Specialist, Georgian College,
mark.hall@georgiancollege.ca or 705.728.1968, ext. 1008.

Georgian’s leadership in co-op, student work experience and entrepreneurship education delivers powerful ways to accelerate your
learning, your career and your future. With more than 125 career-focused programs across seven locations in Central Ontario — Barrie,
Midland, Muskoka (Bracebridge), Orangeville, Orillia, Owen Sound and South Georgian Bay (Collingwood) — Georgian has 11,000 full-
time students and is home to the one-of-a-kind University Partnership Centre. Georgian has been named one of Canada’s Top 100
Employers seven times and one of Canada’s Greenest Employers five times.
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